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I believe in sustainability, conservation, and the environment.  Harvesting the earth’s renewable natural resources is a green way.  I support green energy.  That was why I was excited when I heard about wind farms in Wyoming from my mentor, Frank. However, his tone sounded concerned that the energy company may be putting up more wind turbines in the next several years.  I was puzzled.  I want to be sympathetic with his concerns.  While working at the BLM and with Frank, I understand more about his passion for protecting the land’s natural resources, wildlife, plants, and fish.  Now, I more cautious about environment issues and make sure to hear about both sides of an issue.  

I was stationed in Rawlins at a regional Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field office.  The BLM is responsible for helping with energy development by providing biological consultations.  My background is not in minerals (gas, oil, and coal).   The account I’m about to provide is from a biologist’s point of view.  My assignment was to collect native plant seeds in south central Wyoming.  I have the plant identification skill required for the job.  Later, experience with monitoring and collecting came naturally as I handled native plants and their fruits and seeds.  
On my way to the seed collection site, I drove pass well pads in the BLM truck.  I worked with another CLM intern, Josh.  We gathered information on the plant species to be collected.  We took notes on its habitat, location, the phenology, population count, and health and ripeness of the seeds.  We took samples of the plant as herbarium vouchers.  Upon inspection on the ripeness of the seeds, we decided whether to collect or wait to collect and for how long to wait.  Finally when the seeds are ripe and ready, we made the seed collection.  The seeds were shipped to the Royal Botanical Garden Millennium Seed Bank Project for long-term storage or to the Forest Service in Bend, OR for cleaning to used for reclamation (restoration to land used for oil and gas development).
As a seed collector, I am involved with the initial step of the process of ecological restoration of the land that had been tapped into for energy.  I wish to understand more on this process from the perspectives of the many people who are involved in restoration.  People want to enjoy nature and its beauty.  Due to people’s demand for energy and one way to meet those needs is for energy companies install pipelines and wells for getting gas and dig for coal.  To fix the disturbance on the land from development activities, people replanted that area with native plants.  I gathered the seeds to propagate plants for restoration.  The seeds also may be used for research on impacts of restoration on wildlife and native flora.  
I’ve learned more about myself from the independence of living far away from home and of working full-time for the first time.  I found out that I enjoyed learning about a new area’s flora and its ecology along with any fascinating facts about a species.  I want to pursue a profession that is closely related to plant biology.  To better learn more on the relationship between people’s need for energy and the natural world, I hope to work as a plant biologist in a private company for my next career endeavor.  I want to have a comparable work experience to compliment my internship at a federal office.  
